[Evaluation and significance of study endpoints--implications for evidence-based decisions in healthcare].
The Federal Joint Committee (G-BA) is the most important decision-making body within the self-governing German healthcare system. The G-BA assessment of medical treatments and procedures follows a standardised procedure that rests on evidence-based medicine. As a rule, randomised controlled trials with patient-relevant endpoints (in particular mortality, morbidity, quality of life) are required for benefit assessments. Under certain conditions adequate studies with valid surrogate endpoints or composite endpoints may be taken into account in exceptional cases.